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STATE OF MAINE

IN THE YEAR OF OUR LORD
TWO THOUSAND AND THREE

H.P. 1098 - L.D. 1505

An Act To Amend the Licensing Requirements for Veterinarians

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 32 MRSA §4859, sub-§4, as amended by PL 1597, c. 246, §11,
is repealed. ~

Sec. 2. 32 MRSA §4861, as amended by PL 1997, c. 246, §§13 to
18, is further amended to read: S )

§4861. Application for license; qualifications and
examination : '

Any A person desiring a -license to practice veterinary

medicine in this State shall make written application &e--the

beard : ion
4863-A. The application must show that the applicant holds a
: in v o . v
v i icin rogram_ th is a--groduste-ef--a--veterinary
seheel recognized and-appreved by the Ameriear-Veterinary-Medieal
Asseeiatioen i i and by the

board, and is a person of good moral character and provide such
other information and proof as the board may reguire establish by
rule. the’-app-l-ieat—iea—ma-s-t—-be--a-e-eompani-ed—%—a——f—ee'—ne‘e—te—exeeeé
$50--established-——by--the--boazd- , rul
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gra wh ivalent ion
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An-appiicant-whe-dis-not- o -graduate -6 -a-schookr~of-vekerinasy
medieine-—-aceredited---by-—-the-—-Ameriear-—-Veterinary-—-Medieal
Asseeiation-Must--possess-—-a—-certifigate-dissued- by -the-Edueational
Cemmission—~for--Foreign -Vefexinary--Graduates--er—a--Certificate ~of
Qualificatien-—-issuwed---by-—-the---Canaddian--Veteripary-—--Mediecal
Asseeiationy-untess--the--applicant-is--appiying - £6r--LHicensure-—~by
endersement-and-at--the--time -the-applicant—became--Licensed-in-the
state,--province-—or --territoryr-——-frem--which-—the —-applicant--is
appi¥ingy---an-—--Educational —--Commission—~-for---Foreign --Vetezinazy
Graduates-eertificate-was-net-reguired-by-this-Skater

1 £--the -board--determines—--that--the--applicant -possesses-—-the
proper-gualifications,——it~shall-admit--the -applicant-+o--the-next
examinetiony-If--an-applicant-is-found -pot~-gualified-+to-—take-the
examinaktiony-the--secretaryof~the-board--shall--immediately-notify
the-—-applieant —-in-writing--ef--sueh——~a~-£inding-—-and--the-~-grounds
therefor-—-An--applicant-found ungualified mey -request-a-hearing-on
the--guestion--—-o£-—~the-—-—applicant's-—-gualifications——-under——&he
proecedure-set—-£0rth-in-TFitle-S5,-chapter-375--cubehapter-I¥-

1 -—-Examinatiens:--The--board--shall--hold--ai—-teast--ene
examination--during--esch —~year--and --mayr--heold—-sueh-—-additional
examinations—-a6-—-are--necessary~-Fhe-secretary-shall-give —publie
neotice-of--the -time—and-place--for-each-examinati-on -reasenably—-in
advanee-ef-ihe-date-set--for--the -examinaticon-—-A-persen-gesiring-te
take-an-exandastdion- pust-make--applicetion-—at-least-45-days-befoze
the--date —of-the-—-examipation —and--poy-an—--examinasticnr-£fee-not--teo
exceed-$100r-as-determined-by-the-boazd~-

?he—1£Hﬂxnﬁﬂakxhr—aémiaiséfatéea-ﬁmyi—g{aéiag—49£—<Hﬁméaﬁﬂﬁiﬁuy—is
governed-by-rules-preseribed-by-the-board-

Af ter-each--examination—-the -seeretary-shall--notify--each-examinee
8€—4HK}—EGEH1§—{HF—Ehe—€ﬂﬁﬁﬁ5&§ﬁ£ﬁh——&&§—%3&%4&H¥H§—Shﬁii—éhﬁﬂﬂ}—Q
eertificate--—-to---eaeh---person-—-sueecessfully—-—-completing-—-—-the
examination~-The-secretary-shall-record the -certificate-and-issue
a-l1icease--upon--payment--of -the-license-fee-—Any-person-£faiting-an
examination--pust - be--admitted--to-—any--subseguent —examination—6n
payment-eof-the-application-£fee~

1-A.
n in T i f v inar ici h a
p - n n v . on
assessment mechanism for foreign educated and trained applicants
h i desi v i 1 ivale includi
- clinical com nci an comman f the English language.
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The board may employ and cooperate and contract with an

rganizatig r ultant in th reparation inistration and

rading - n _examination shall retain discreti n
I nsibilj for rmining which appli hav full
passed the examination. The applicant shall pay the reguired

examination fee set under section 4863-A.

2. Oral or practical examination. At its discretion, the
board may orally or practically examine any person gqualifying for
licensure under this section. The examination may cover laws and
rules relating to the practice of veterinary medicine.

3. ~ Temporary permit. The board may issue without
examination a temporary permit to practice veterinary medicine in
this State to a qualified applicant for license pending
examination. A temporary permit issued pursuant to this
subsection expires the day after the notice of results of the
first examination given after the permit is issued. The-fee-fosr
the--temporary--permit,r-which--may-pet-—exceed -$30---must— —-be--se&-by
the-board~ The applicant shall pay the required temporary permit

fee set under section 4863-A.

All persons granted permits under this section shall furnish
proof of liability insurance to cover the date of this permit.

4. Permit for performance of relief veterinary service.
The board may issue without examination a permit to perform
relief veterinary service in this State to a qualified gxaduate
ef-a-veterinary-sehools - recognived--and -approved- by -the -Ameriecan

Ve%er&nafy——Meéieal—-Asseeiat&ea person who holds a dggtgz te
degree _in vetgrlnarx gdlglng ﬁ;g an __ approv gd veterinary

medicin r
rtmen ion and by the board, and who holds a current

license for the practice of veterinary medicine issued by another
state, territory or district of the United States. The board may
establish, by rule, the application process. The initial term of
a permit issued under this subsection may not exceed 30 days.
Extensions may be granted in the discretion of the board. The
fee— ie;—%ﬁm&eﬁeL*ef-1yaaarbr—whbeh-may—aet—fﬁﬁxﬁﬁk4ﬂﬂhp4mﬁsb-be set
by-the-beard+ Th n i

fee set under section 4863-A.°

5. Licensure by endorsement. The board shall grant a
license by endorsement to a veterinarian who:

A. Has submitted a complete application;

B. Has paid the appllcat1on and license fees estab;&sheé by

the-beard set under section 4863-A;
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C. Is licensed in good standing in another state, United
States territory or province of Canada or, if an applicant
does not meet the definition of good standing, as
established by the board, the applicant shall provide, to
the satisfaction of the board, that the applicant is
qualified for licensure in the State and may practice under
the restrictions and limitations on that license, and those
limitations, if any, may include conditions of probation
before the issuance of a license;

Br--Has-passed--the-Netional--Board-of--Examination—-and--the
G;éaieal—{xmgmﬁxsﬁ$hékaﬂs-as—pfepafeé—tﬁﬁkﬁh43x>—a&bhepiEy—ef
the—4kﬁﬁfnﬁﬂr-Beasé-iﬁ?ésxamiaabie&—€esm§ttee—4kas—¥e%e£inafy
Meéieiae—ef—4%£—1H§EKKHHHKHP4HﬂﬁHEHHHEHRhP4Ha&—Na§i9&aL—Beafé
eE—AVebepiﬁasf—ékxﬁxﬁﬂr-Examéaefs——es—4}-subsequeﬂt——aatiena;
;ieensing-<HHHEH§HEHH¥—pfefafeé—qﬂm%aE-é&m&—a&bheaéby—{ﬁ;—the
Natiena;—-Beaié--f&;-JHHHEHHHébe-4axmmHHaa}——ﬁep——Vetefinafy
Meéieéne—4ﬁs-43x>-Ameiéeaa—aAsseeiatiea—4H?-¥€te{4aai§=—8tate
Bea5é57-<H>—a&~eqaéva4eat—<ﬁﬁmﬁﬂxﬁﬁxxb—as—estah&és%&%k4¥f—the
beazd-unless,~—at-the-time--the-applicant-became--licensed-in
Ehe—s%afev—f&%ﬁé&&ﬁ%{ﬂ?4&HH§AKHﬁh4%RH&4ﬂ£kﬁ%—éhe—applieaﬁé—is
appiy¥ingyr—--the-— National----Board ---Examination,-—-Cliniecal
Cempeteney-Test-or--subsequent--examination —prepared-under—the
autherity-eof-the-National-Boord -of -Examination-Committee—for
Veterinary-Medicine was--not-reguired-in-this-State-in-whieh
ease--the--applicant-need--only-have-passed--whatever -national
léeeasiag-—45&&miaa%4ew&;——*wxx&-—feqaifeé--qaé——f&&ﬂﬁh—-level'
ticensees-in-the-State-at-the-times o

- H f n xamination r
subsection 1-A pertaining to the practice of .veterinary
medicine as determined by board rule. The board may require

i mi n examination verin h w

E. Has actively practiced clinical veterinary medicine for
3,000 hours during the 3 years preceding applications-and.

Fv——4kﬁ§—sueeess£ully—4kﬁm¥kﬂx¥¥—an—iﬁﬁméﬂatienr_establésheé
by—%he—%xnu%h—«yxuaﬁhx}—she-}aws-aaérqigfﬁhiaaaﬁyhﬁhn}-Ea—the
praetice-eof-veterinary-medieine-in-the-Stater

Sec. 3. 32 MRSA §4863, first and 2nd 9Y, as amended by PL 1997, c.
246, §20, are further amended to read:

All licenses expire annually on such date as the.
commissioner may designate, and may be renewed with the board by
payment of a renewal fee established--b¥-+the--beard set under

section 4863-A. At least 30 days prior to the annual renewal
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date,. the Department of Professional and Financial Regulation
shall mail a notice to each 1licensee and registrant that the
license or registration wiil-expire expires on the renewal date
and provide a renewal application form for reregistration.

Licenses may be reinstated up to 90 days after the date of

expiration upon payment of a late fee ef-$10 set under section
4863-A in addition to the renewal fee. A person who submits an

application for renewal more than 90 days after the 1license-
renewal date is subject to all requirements governing new
applicants under this chapter, except that the board may, giving
due consideration to the protection of the public, "waive
examination if that renewal application is made within 2 years
from the date of the expiration. 1In addition, the board may levy
penalties for nonrenewal.

Sec. 4. 32 MRSA §4863-A is enacted to read:

§4863-A. Fees
i r h i £ i in ration
within . : ; . R lation
tablish 1 ] £ : e - 3 3 hi
h in r n an for heir
T iv r X t th he f for an n ur m
not excee 1 nual ’ _ i ion
b r i ni 1 itl c r 37
subchapter 2-A.

Sec. 5.. 32 MRSA §4864, sub-§12, D, as amended by PL 1997, c. 246,
§23, is further amended to read:

D. The continuance of a veterinarian directly or indirectly
in the employ of or in association with any veterinarian
after knowledge that such veterinarian is  engaged in the
violation of the provisions of this chapter; es

Sec. 6. 32 MRSA §4864, sub-§13, as enacted by PL 1975, c. 477, §4,
is amended to read:

13. Lack of sanitation. Failure to maintain wveterinary
premises and equipment in a clean and sanitary condition as
defined by the board in accordance with the sanitation provisions
included in Title 7, section 345%~ 3936: or

Sec. 7.7 32 MRSA §4864, sub-§14 is enacted to read:
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Sec. 8. 32 MRSA §4865-A, sub-§10, §C, as amended by PL 1993, c. 404,
Pt. A&, §12, is fu;ther amended to read:

C. Fraud or dishonesty in the application or reporting of

any test for disease in animals, or making a false report of

any contagious or infectious disease or while performing any
" other duties of a registered veterinary technician-+: and

Sec. 9. 32 MRSA §4865-A, sub-§11 is enacted to read:

hi
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